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“Individuals” and“ Particulars”

Abstract; The concept of “individuals (168e 71)” is easily confused
with the concept of “particulars (Ta ka®’ Ekacta)” . This confusion re-
sults in that the explication of essence of individuals is often mistakenly
taken for that of particulars. This article argues that individuals and particu-

lars are two distincet notions which should be strictly distinguished from each

SRR, PR AR K¥E ¥ B2 ( NIE Minli, Professor, School of Philosophy, Reinmin University
of China, Beijing) .
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other. Essence of individuals is essence or form, according to which we can
distinguish one thing from another, while particulars are sensible and acci-
dental beings with material. Without the former, the latter can’t exist as a
determinate object; but without the latter, the former can’t present itself as
a concrete thing.

Keywords: a this; individuals; particulars; The Categories; Meia-

physics
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