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Abstract: Through “ Cogito, ergo sum” , Descartes shows his doubts
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about beliefs based on experience and establishes the rationalist tradition,
which indicates the relationship between “conceptualism” and “ probabi-
lism” . While “conceptualism” comprehends and speculates the “quality”
of things by means of concepts and logic reasonings, “probabilism” con-
cerns the possibility of the actual world and computes the “quantity” and
“probability” of objects. For Descartes, “God”, who has the power over
the possibility of the world, guarantees the reliability of the empirical con-
cepts; moreover, he uses the geometrical — mathematical concepts like “ex-
tension” to construct his conceptual system. It shows that, in Descartes’
system, “conceptualism” implies “probabilism”, and is in turn sustained
by “probabilism” . As two ways of philosophical transcendence, “concep-
tualism” and “ probabilism” have far — reaching influence. On the one
hand, European philosophical tradition constructs the speculative philosoph-
ical system through “conceptualism” ; on the other hand, it develops empiri-
cal science and broadens our understanding of lifeworld through “ probabi-
lism”

Keywords: Cogito ergo sum; conceptualism; probabilism; Descartes
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